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Colonial Writing Between Subjectivity and Objectivity:

Henri Georges CONJEAUD Representations of M’ DAAKRA Tribe
at the Beginning of the 20™ Century

Abdellah ANTAR

UNIVERSITY HASSAN Il CASABLANCA
Email : antar1990@hotmail.fr

Abstract: Colonial writing shaped an Orientalist stereotype of the Other, portraying him as a
mere object devoid of humanity, dignity, and value, one that could be used, exploited, and
dominated. He was placed outside Western civilization. The view of the French writer and
soldier Henri CONJEAUD was no exception to this context, as he saw that:

«’The M’DAAKRA” were fierce warriors, but they were quick to anger and lacked
political sense».

meaning they were incapable of governing themselves, and the colonizer had to come to teach
them the art of leadership and administration. Sociology thus became a tool in the service of
colonialism at the beginning of 20 Century, framing it as a “civilizing” mission aimed at
eliminating resistance, which the colonizers equated with “anarchy,” “destruction,” and “ruin.”
It is true that colonial writing was distinguished by field description, precise documentation,
and academic specialization. Yet its purpose was to entrench colonialism as a historical reality,
while simultaneously pushing the Other to the margins of history — the margins of France / the
White Man / the “Civilized.” And in those margins, selectivity, racial hierarchy, and tribal
stereotyping run rampant.

Keywords: Subjectivity, Objectivity, Representation, Tribe, Colonial Writing, Resistance,

Colonialism, Rural Word.
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