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Moroccans’ Representations of Sub-Saharan African Migrants: A Case
Study of Casablanca

Driss Daifi
University of Hassan Il Morocco
daaifidris@gmail.com

Abstract : This study examines Moroccans’ representations of sub-Saharan African migrants through
a field study conducted in Casablanca. It aims to identify the nature of these representations and examine
some of their social, economic, and security dimensions, among others. The study adopted a quantitative
approach, using a questionnaire as a data collection tool, with a sample of 63 respondents.

The results show that respondents’ representations of sub-Saharan African migrants are complex and
diverse, combining acceptance on the one hand and reservations on the other. Recognition of migrants’
economic contribution coexists with concerns related to economic competition and security. The results
also reveal a high level of acceptance of social relations with migrants, whether in the workplace,
friendship, education, or neighborhood relations, alongside the presence of negative representations
reinforced by some of the content circulated in the media and on social media. Overall, these findings
reveal complex and diverse representations of sub-Saharan African migrants, shaped by the interaction
of direct contact, economic interests, and the discourses surrounding migration.

Keywords: Social representations; Sub-Saharan African migrants; Moroccans; Migration;
Discrimination; Social acceptance.
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