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Collective Lands in Morocco: Transformations of the Land
Tenure Structure between Custom and Legislation, and the
Prospects of Spatial Governance
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Abstract: This paper examines the issue of collective lands in Morocco through
the lens of structural transformations resulting from the intersection between
customary norms and formal legislation, particularly amid growing urban
expansion and state intervention. It investigates the role of tribal communities as
historical actors in managing land and space, with a focus on how public policies
have redefined the function of traditional governance structures such as the jma‘a.
The study also analyzes the symbolic and social implications of land
transformations, highlighting how land continues to shape identity, authority, and
cohesion in rural Moroccan communities.
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