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Abstract : This paper aims to highlight the important role that contemporary
philosophy and sociology have played in making the question of space a
conceptual and empirical subject of reflection. Even though this duality is not
actually present within the contemporary philosophical framework, we find that—
starting with Georg Simmel and reaching Jean Rémy—trends in urban sociology
began to make thinking about space the central subject constituting the meeting
point of current research topics, whether related to urban mobility policy,
migration, violence, etc. For this reason, Jean Rémy's sociology, drawing on the
contributions of his predecessors—particularly Karl Marx, Henri Lefebvre, and
the figures of the Chicago School—focused on re-weaving the sociology of space,
taking into account that questioning it and analyzing the manifestations of its
occupation cannot be separated into material and social dimensions, thereby
connecting the conceptual philosophical heritage with the empirical sociological
dimension. Space, especially in its connection to urbanization, is viewed through
the invocation of the concept of differentiated milieu effects, whose intensity
varies according to social variables such as gender and social status—which
justifies the critique that Jean Rémy directed at the concept of social mixing
(mixité sociale), in favor of privileging the contribution of urbanization to the
shaping of social relations.
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