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Abstract

This study seeks to explore the everyday lived experiences of African migrants from Sub-
Saharan countries in Morocco by examining indicators of social acceptance and rejection in
their relationships with Moroccans, from the migrants’ own perspectives. It is guided by a
central question: Does the settlement of Sub-Saharan African migrants in Morocco constitute
an indicator of their cultural and social acceptance within Moroccan society?

The study adopts a qualitative methodological approach based on semi-structured
interviews and discourse content analysis. The research sample comprised ten male and
female migrants who had been residing in Morocco for varying periods. The analysis of their
experiences and narratives revealed that their perceptions of social acceptance by Moroccans
remain conditional upon their ability to adapt and compromise on aspects of their cultural
identities, practices, and behaviors. Such acceptance is also shaped by ongoing processes of
moral negotiation and adherence to the social norms governing everyday life in Moroccan
society.

The findings suggest that settlement in Morocco, in itself, does not necessarily constitute
evidence of cultural or social acceptance. Rather, it reflects a continuous process of
negotiation between migrants and the host society concerning the boundaries of difference,
the conditions of integration, and the forms of social acceptance.

Keywords: African migrant; social acceptance; integration; migration; everyday life;
relationships with Moroccans.
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de la société civile face au phenomeéne / In-transit migration in Morocco: attitudes and
behaviour of civil society ». L'Année du Maghreb 2009. Paris : CNRS, pp. 343 - 362.
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